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SUNDAY'S READINGS

FIRST READING:
“| prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request.
Now |, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD.”
(1Sm 1:27-28)

PSALM:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord. (Ps 84)

SECOND READING:

See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.

And so we are. (1Jn 3:1)

GOSPEL:
After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. (Lk 2:46)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1987, 1997, International I I E p H E N
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. n

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021

Sunday: The Holy Family
Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
Tuesday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
Wednesday: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
Friday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year's Eve
Saturday: New Year’s Day; Mary, The Holy Mother of God;
World Day of Peace °
Next Sunday:  The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and Sa l nt Of th e Week

Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St.

Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man
filled with grace and power, he worked
great wonders among the people. Some
Jews debated with St. Stephen but could
not match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually,
a charge of blasphemy was brought up
against him, and the local population
demanded that he be tried and sentenced.
He was seized and carried before the
Sanhedrin.

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the
Sanhedrin and his accusers, St. Stephen
gave a long speech about the history of
Israel and the blessings that God had given
upon His chosen people. He talked about
how Israel had become disobedient despite
God's abundant mercy. This enraged his
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged
him out of the city and stoned him to death.

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen
displayed great forgiveness and even asked
God not to hold the sins of his attackers
against them. Hundreds of years after his
death, he is still a role model for us to follow.

THE HOLY FAMILY OLPi
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

Families can be very difficult
things to negotiate. This is
true not only of our families

of origin, the current family of
which we are a part, the family
of our Church, our society,

and our global family as well.

Everything human can be found

in family stories. Those stories
speak of wonderful life-giving
successes as well as painful
spirit-robbing abuses. Our
greatest joys and our greatest
wounds are usually connected
with the experience of family.
Our needs, experiences, and
unresolved baggage often color
what we bring to our familiar
relationships. They contribute
to our level of defensiveness,
how guarded and protected we
become, and what prejudices
we believe.

In order to break the cycle

of dysfunction we have to
remember that it is not only by
human effort that we negotiate
the difficult and challenging
events of our lives. There is a
Divine Effort at work as well.
For sure, the human effort can
create quite a mess and easily
destroy lives. This is true of

R

any family with which we are
associated. Today's Feast of the
Holy Family serves to help us
understand that there is a Divine
Story being told aswell. Itis a
story of perseverance in the face
of hardship, determination in the
face of despair, healing when we
see nothing but wounds, and
light where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God is always
working, guiding, restoring,

and leading? Unless we do,

we will never be free from the
imperfections and wounds

that bind us and never be able

He went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them,; and
his mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom
and age and favor before God and man.
- Lk 2:5]-52

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.

DECEMBER 26, 2021 ©LPi
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HITTRY
Unfolding

Story
0f Love

to understand what it really
means to forgive. Pope Francis
tells us that the “light which
comes from the Holy Family
encourages us to offer human
warmth to other families.”
While this is most certainly
true, we can only really begin

to do this when we realize that
we are still works in progress,
not anchored to the wounds
and sins of our past, and still a
leading star in God'’s continually
unfolding story of love. The Holy
Family persevered and radiated
warmth because they knew
they were not alone. We can too.

TRUTH STILL MATTERS
hubertsanders.com (Jr.)

Check out these very informative Podcasts.
You wono6t stop afiter

TRUTH

STILL MATTERS
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
December 26, 202Ianuary 2, 2022

Sunday, Dec 26th Feast of the Holy Family
POLOV Mass 12:00 pm (Church)

Friday, Dec 31st Vigil of Mary Mother of God

St. Scholastica Mass 4:30 pm (Church)
Saturday, Jan 1st Mary Mother of God
St. Scholastica Mass 10:00 am

Sunday, Dec Jan 2nd Feast of the Epiphany of the L
St. Scholastica Mass 10:00 am
POLOV Mass (Church)

12:00 pm

St. Scholastica Daily Mass Tudsddgy @ 12:05 pm

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

December 26 / Feast of the Holy Family
PRESIDER: Fr. Alex Steinmiller
LECTORS: Wanda Robinson

January 2 / Feast of the Epiphany
PRESIDER: Fr. /Donald Archambault
LECTORS: Daniel Propson

y . BEDar [
Angela Chapman
Janet Diggs
Marsha Price
| Makaa/ Propson
Nylah Sanders

Wanda Sanders

@
Jahuary

THI' S WEEKOS MAS
Sunday, December 26, 2021

For the Special Intentions of

Presentatlon Our Lady of
- Wictory. Parishioners

‘ﬂ“”ibRAYER LIS

Maeola Blackmon, Gail Bond, Wayne Bragley,
Amelia Canty, Belinda Danzy, Sarah Diggs,
Ruth Donaldson, Melvin D. Giles, Marjorie (Green
Donald Griffin, James Griffin, James Huge,
Caldonia Ingram, Emil Joseph, Peter Jurcaj,
Ted LaGarde, Brown Leonard Il, Lisa Legnard,
Emily McGhee, John Peavy, Marsha Prjce,
Priscilla Propson, Giovanni Rankin, Jerry Rankin
Nellie Richards, Doris Robinson, Sharon Steven
Alexander Stubbs Jr., Arline Timbers,
Pocahontas White, Gwendolyn Worthy

Please help us keep our information
up-to-date by calling 313.255.9000

When you shopsmile. Amazon.com,
Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible
purchases to Presentation Our Lady of Victol
Parish. Therd&i® COSTo you or the parish!

Just go to smile. Amazomuedsign in us-

Ing your existing Amazon account to get star
ed. Be sure to chBoesentation Our Lady
of Victoryrom the list of charities. Thanks!!

amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

ADVERTISE WITH US

Are you, or someone you know looking for an inexpe
sive way to reach out to the neighborhood and advertise
If so, theOOD NEWSulletin is a great place to

If you have a birthday this month and we missed you on tar@nsgte their services. Have them call 313.255.9000 f
please call / email at 586.596.2089 or sisjeanine@aol.amare information.
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