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Presentation Our Lady of Victory Church is an urban parish that strives to proclaim the Good News

and the beliefs of the Roman Catholic faith, focuses on increasing our love for God througt
serves as stewards in the community and continues the ministry of Jesus Christ through prayer and ev.
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CONFESSIONS Sunday, May 2, 2021
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Your Loving Family
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Carol Harris NS

)

=S ;‘ﬁ; ~ /"“ !
Maeola Blackmon, Wayne Bradley,
Father Burr, Sarah Diggs,

Ruth Donaldson, Marjorie Greene,
If you have a birthday this month and we missed Donald Griffin, Darlene Harris,

you on this list, please let us know by calling Caldonia Ingram, Brown Leonard /I,
586.596.2089 or email sisjeanine@aol.com. Lisa Leonard, Jerree Martin,

Emily McGhee, Mike McGillviray,
Marsha Price, Priscilla Propson,
Nellie Richards, Doris Robinson,
Alexander Stubbs Jr., Edward Sutton,

Arline Timbers, Monika Uriel,

CSA 2020 UPDAT

Barbara Walker, Marilyn Worde,
_ _ Gwendolyn Worthy
The 2020 CSA Campaign will s Please help us keep our information
be wrapping up. If you still haveD arl

outstanding balance due, now" "> up-to-date by calling 313.255.9000
would be the time to get those final pay

_ . /ments - ADVERTISE WITH US
in. Because of your generosity, we ex

ceeded _
our goal by $8,726. All excess comes backf§ YOU, Or someone you know looking f

the Parish. This was certainly a greaBN Inexpensive way to reach out to th
fundraiser for us! Thank you for your pledgi@hborhood and advertise? If so, th
FYI é. . Please di sr eGQODINEWDulletimis ialgieat glace tou
have received for the 2021 CSA campaigoroinote their services. Have them cs
will be handled by Anthony Timbers in Ji81.3.255.9000 for more information.
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WEEKLY PRAYER
e

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2021

SUN 5/02 Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/1 n 3:18-24/
Jn15:1-8

MON 5/03 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14

TUE 5/04 Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12])/)n 14:27-31a
WED 5/05 Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 11/Jn 15:1-8

THR 5/06 Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3)/Jn 15:9-11

FRI 5/07 Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17

SAT 5/08 Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21

SUN 5/09 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/
1Jn4:7-10/)n 15:9-17

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2021 g/ J
Sunday: 5t Sunday of Easter . & AMES
Monday: Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles APOSTTLE.S

OLPi

Wednesday:  Cinco de Mayo
Thursday: National Day of Prayer
Next Sunday: 6™ Sunday of Easter; Mother's Day

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

Anyone familiar with gardening knows that proper and timely pruning
is essential. The health of the plant depends upon it. An unpruned tree can . %@/ .

quickly produce suckers that zap many of the essential nutrients %L

from its body. Pruning requires patience and vision. Studies reveal that

plants often respond defensively to being pruned, displaying reactions that =
are similar to hurt or discomfort. Pruning is not easy but necessary. Mdm

A hard lesson for us to learn is that we also need to be pruned. We become

far healthier when we allow God to stretch, refine, and form us into the best

version of ourselves. The fruit that then comes from our vines will be more M&é%w&.
abundant, nutritious, and robust. Left to our own devices we can easily

find ourselves running amuck and spiraling out of control. Without a

proper vision and trust in the Master Pruner, we will never find the PES——
contentment we desperately desire. Nor will the work of the Gospel

stand a chance of succeeding.

©LPi SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021 | 5™ SUNDAY OF EASTER
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FIRST READING

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried
to join the disciples,
but they were all afraid of him,
not believing that he was a disciple. (Acts 9:26)

__%__,
PSALM

| will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your
people. (Ps 22)
Or Alleluia.

+

SECOND READING
And his commandment is this:
we should believe in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ,

and love one another just as he commanded us.

(1Jn3:23)

_.%__

GOSPEL

“l am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me and | in him will
bear much fruit,
because without me you can do nothing.”
(n15:5)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

from whom do we

Q

»

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily describe the current display of human
existence. In addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common
elements of our daily news, other essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many lack an
objective center around which to order and structure their lives or a clear set of definable
goals or mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have become
a"new god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost as if history only shows
that we got this whole thing wrong and many are determined to finally set things right. The
real truth, however, is that while wrongs and errors are certainly a part of our often-checkered
past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong, It is not our task to rewrite the history of our lives,
but to learn from mistakes that were made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of
our successes. Learning is an essential part of being human.

The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? Some have such a hard time
placing God in that position, but that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master
Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its cues. It is in and through this
relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into the people we
are intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly,
many think that religion too, as well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet,
our resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, today especially, that we are meant
to remain in Christ as Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate
God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches that flow from the source of God's life.

Giving up our will to God's can be a painful endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and
wants aside and allow God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is the only way
to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us and bringing us to a place of self-destruction.
God's commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet many seek to
remove them from all public view because they appear to limit self-expression and suppress
what is considered by many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can find
freedom, however. And, until we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral out
of control, never really knowing who we are, what our potential can be or how life really can be
lived. We will not know peace.

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021 | 5™ SUNDAY OF EASTER OLPi
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