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SUNDAY'’S READINGS

FIRST READING:
See, | am doing something new!
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? (Is 43:19)

PSALM:
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with
joy. (Ps126)

SECOND READING:

| consider everything as a loss

because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord.

For his sake | have accepted the loss of all things (Phil 3:8)

GOSPEL:

“Let the one among you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.” (Jn 8:7)
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1987, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 3, 2022

Sunday: 5th Sunday of Lent

Monday: St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Tuesday: St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest

Next Sunday:  Holy Week begins;

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Prayer for Ukraine

God of Peace and Justice,
we pray for those caught up
in the current violence in Ukraine.
We implore you for peace.
Holy Spirit, Our Consolation,
comfort all those who fear.
Grant wisdom and discernment
to those in power.
Holy Family, who fled to Egypt,
guard all those who have sought refuge
away from the land they love,
and bring them safely home again.
Mary, Mother of us all,
cast your protecting veil
around all suffering lands and peoples.
Turn all hearts back to your Son,

our only Savior and the Prince of Peace.

Amen.

ST BENEDICT
THE AFRICAN

FEAST DAY
APRIL 4

Saint of the Week

St. Benedict the African (1524-1589), was
born in San Fratello, Sicily to Cristoforo and
Diana Manasseri, Africans who had been
taken as slaves. Some accounts claim that
because of his parents’ loyal service that
Benedict was given his freedom at birth,
other sources say that his freedom was
granted when he turned 18. At 21 Benedict
joined a society of hermits living under
the rule of St. Francis of Assisi. Eventually
he succeeded his friend, Jerome Lanze, as
their leader. When the Pope disbanded
the independent hermit society, Benedict
joined the Order of Friars Minor and he
was sent to Palermo, to the Franciscan
Friary of St. Mary of Jesus. There Benedict
worked in the kitchens and despite being
illiterate and a lay brother (not a priest),

he also served as Master of Novices,

and as Guardian of the Community. St.
Benedict was known throughout his life
as a brilliant cook under whose hands
food seemed to multiply miraculously, a
healer, and a spiritual leader with profound
understanding. He is recognized as the
patron saint of African Americans.

5™ SUNDAY OF LENT OLPi
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

We love to make examples out

of those who have erred and

done wrong. Publicly punishing
others serves as a means of
demonstrating the consequences
for what is deemed inappropriate
or wrongful behavior. While

this may appear an effective

way of achieving conformity

to established rules, it runs the
real risk of distorting motivation.
Obviously, we want people to do
what is right and pursue healthy,
virtuous behaviors and ideals. But
is fear of punishment ever the best
motivation for avoiding one action
in favor of another?

Doing something out of fear is
never healthy. Focusing exclusively
on our behavior and what others
expect or think, leads to living life
with a self-focused superficiality.

We become more concerned

about protecting ourselves

from something negative and
unpleasant, than investing ourselves
in the freedom, wonder and awe

of being human! We can still find
our way to the unacceptable or
inappropriate behavior as long as we
do not get caught! Being a whole,
focused, and God-centered human
being requires more. It demands an
investment of the heart. Virtuous,
moral, and mature lifestyles
reflective of the Gospel necessitate
love.

i POWER if

GOD’S

When we experience and recognize
love, God's unconditional love, in
the depth of our soul, we fall in love
with what we have found. We then
find ourselves leaving destructive
and sinful actions behind in

search of something more holy,
dignified, true, integral, and loving.
This is really “mercy realized.”

God's tremendous, loving, eternal
forgiveness and willingness to bring
us back to something more real
and tender is transformational. The
respect for myself that | receive
from God is so life changing that it
causes me to run quickly away from
anything sinful and self-destructive
to things that are whole and holy.

Then Jesus straightened up and said to
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?” She replied, “No one, sir.”
Then Jesus said, “Neither do | condemn you.
Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”
-Jn 8:10-11

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©200], 1998, 1970 CCD.

APRIL 3, 2022 ©LPi

ERCY

There are many people who want
nothing more than to judge or
criticize us. What would actually
stoning the woman caughtin
adultery really accomplish? Nothing
more than the inflation of the
already self-righteous egos of a few
men who think they have power.
They have no power because they
are sinners too, just like everyone
else. What all of us have is the
humble ability to express sorrow for
pursuing destructive thoughts and
actions and receive the power of
God'’s mercy. Then, Jesus’ request to
“go and sin no more” will be one we
proudly heed and follow.

TRUTH STILL MATTERS
hubertsanders.com (Jr.)

Check out these very informative Podcasts.
You wono6t stop afjiter

1 NV

STILL MATTERS
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WEEKLY CALENDAR THI S WEEKO®S MAS
April 3- April 10, 2022 .
P A Sunday, April 3, 2022

Sunday, April 3rd Fifth Sunday of Lent
St. Scholastica Mass 10:00 am (Church)

POLOV Mass 12:00 pm (Church) I I
Youth Group (8th Grade +) 1:30 pm (Convent) F

IN LOVING MEMORY
Friday, April 8th
Stations of the Cross after 12:05 pm Mass (Chape

POLOV Bishop Barron Series  6:00 pm (ZQOM)

Jerry Ranki

Sations of the Cross 7:00 pm e

Saturday, April 9th A PRAYER LISTA
Sacramental Preparation 10:30 am (Convent) I\

St. Scholastica Mass 4:00 pm (Chapel) \

Sunday. April 10th PALM SUNDAY Maeol&lackmon, Gail Bond, Wayne Bradley,
St. Scholastica Mass 10:00 am (Church) . .

POLOV Mass 12:00 pm (Church) Amelia Canty, Sarah Crutcher, Belinda Danzy,

_ _ . Sarah Diggs, Ruth Donaldson, Melvin D. Giles,
St. Scholastica Daily Mass Tuésuigy @ 12:05 pm  \arjorie Greene, Alice Griffin, Donald Griffin,

HAPPY James Giriffin, Michelle Hill, James Huse,
BIRTHD AY Caldonia Ingram, Emil Joseph, Pamela LaGarde
Lisa Leonard, Emily McGhee, Verita Morris,
John Peavy, Marsha Price, Priscilla Propson,
B,‘OW” Leona,‘d [/ Sharon Stevens, Ariine Timbers, Beneaver Towns
Wayne Washington, Gwenddlgrthy

Rhonda LaGarde, Ted LaGarde, Brown Leonard
Olis Burdette John Peavy, Marsha Pr  Props
Giovanni Rankin, Nellie Richards, Doris Robinsor

/saac Propson LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
/ April 3/ Fifth Sunday of Lent
M/anda RObInson PRESIDER: Fr. Bernard Messier
LECTORS: Mark Whitters
HUbe,T Sanders Jr' April 10/ PALM SUNDAY
PRESIDER: Fr. Jim Lowe
M ar k M//” ﬂer S LECTORS: Daniel Propson
We remember éé. . Jua nAeidlld/ HOGYTHURSDAYG 4/ 2 (
PRESIDER: Fr. Jim Lowe
CATHOLIC SINGLES RETREAT LECTORS: Wanda Robinson

Mid-life Singles (migDs to 50spre you looking for a re-
newed sense of purpose & belonging? Register today for a life HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat PALM SUNDAYApril 10th @ 10:00 am
Center, in DeWitt, MI (10 miles north of Lansing), on April 22 HOLY THURSDAYApril 14th @ 7:00 pm

24, 2022. Take a chance and get involved... you won't regret GOOD FRIDAY April 15th

it COStli_\f ﬁZOORfor meals and a single room. Vis- Stations of the Cross @ 12:00 pm / Service @ 1:30 pi
it www.ReflectRetreat.c@m : _
mailreflect.michigan@gmail.comcall (586) 72J72 for EASTER VIGHApril 16th @ 8:30 pm

details. EASTER SUNDAWApril 17th @ 11:00 am



http://www.reflectretreat.com/
mailto:reflect.michigan@gmail.com
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